


VERY COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENT KNOWS 
CollegeBoard, Princeton 

Review, Barron's, Peterson's, U.s. News & 
World Report - they've all got their own 
special way of sorting institutions of high- 
er learning into lists the size of telephone 
books, each one designed to help steer 
the biggest decision in a young scholar's 
life. What you'll hardly find in any of 
these lists is boats. Yet dozens of colleges 
and universities across the United States 
offer hundreds of top-notch programs, 
both academic and extracurricular, to 
students who want to hone their skills in 
and on the water. 

. 

To fill that gap we've surveyed some 
of these programs, and created our own 
BoatU.S. Magazine list of the top boating 
colleges in the country - schools that offer 
the best mix of water-oriented studies and 

that offer coaching and camaraderie in 
waterskiing and sailing, even competitive 
bass fishing. A comprehensive list of all 
these programs, including links, can be 
found at www.BoatUS.com/CollegesFor 
now, let's scan the horizon. 

Studies First 
If you love being on and around lakes, 

rivers, and oceans, and want to build 
your studies, perhaps even your career, 
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in the marine envi- 
ronment, today's 
colleges offer a ter- 
rific set of choices. 
Given the range 
of marine-related 
fields, you'll first 
want to decide in a 

broad sense which 
academic drrection 
to pursue. let's 
look within engi- 
neering first. Are 

you good at trigo- 
nometry and calcu- 
lus, chemistry and 
physics? Do you 
like them? If so, 
consider such fields 

as ocean engineering, coastal engineering, 
marine engineering, or naval architecture. 
All offer strong post-grad prospects. ''All 

our students who graduated in December 
have jobs," said Gerard Coleman, a senior 
lecturer of marine engineering at Texas 
A&M University in Galveston. "In fact, 
the industry has asked us to crank up our 
graduation rate." 

The American Society of Naval 
Engineers' (www.navalengineers.org) is a 

good place to find an overview of the 
marine-related fields in engineering. Its 
members describe naval engineering as "a 
career both steeped in tradition and at the 
cutting edge of technology." like many 

marine fields, this one is interdisciplinary; 
drawing on electrical, mechanical, civil, 
and ocean engineering. Naval engineers 

design, build, run, and maintain every kind 
of ship: commercial, military; submarines, 
aircraft carriers. Focused subcategories 
of naval engineering include naval archi- 
tecture and marine engineering. Ocean 
engineers have a slightly different focus: 
They're particularly concerned with what 
happens to structures underwater as well 
as above it. They design vessels and devices 
that scan the ocean floor, assist with salvage 
and recovery; and rescue submarines. 

If you find any of these marine-related 
engineering fields interesting and you've 
shown the aptitude for it, you'll need to 
weigh an important life choice: whether to 
enroll in a regimental program. Three fed- 
eral academies - the U.S. NavalAcademy; 
the u.s. Coast Guard Academy; and the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy - offer 
top-notch instruction, plenty of sea time, 
and free tuition in exchange for a commit- 
ment to serve the country after graduation. 
Also, state-funded maritime academies in 
California, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
York, and Texas offer their own mix of gov- 
ernment aid for a commitment of service. 

Alternatively; there are plenty of 
good engineering programs with a more 
civilian character. ASNE recommends 
several schools for particular curricula. 
For naval engineering: Stevens Institute 
of Technology (N]). For naval architec- 
ture and marine engineering: University 
of Michigan, University of New Orleans, 
Webb Institute (NY). For offshore engineer- 
ing: University of California at Berkeley. 
For ocean engineering: Florida Institute 
of Technology; Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; University of Rhode Island, 
and Florida Atlantic University. Our online 
BoatU.5. list of majors includes links to 
these and other programs. 

Now let's consider the marine sci- 
ences. If you loved your lab-science courses 

ffering 
marine 

science, oceanography, or fisheries. These 
programs also tend to be interdisciplinary 
- drawing on biology; chemistry; phys- 
ics, geophysics, mathematics, botany; zool- 
ogy; meteorology; geography - and they 
encourage curious minds to understand 
marine environments from the microscopic 
level to that of global systems. Plus, you 
can expect ample fieldwork on the water. 
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If you enroll in the fisheries department at 
Humboldt State University in Califomia, for 
example, your classroom will be a 90-foot 
aluminum trawler with 12 bunks called the 
Coral Sea. Want to learn more about the 
largest mammal that ever lived? Dr. Bruce 
Mate was recently featured in National 
Geographic's "Kingdom of the Blue Whale." 
He teaches at Oregon State University's 
Marine Mammal Institute. 

Or how about the ways "ocean cur- 
rents link the nearshore mangrove forests, 
outlying seagrass beds, offshore coral reefs, 
and deep-sea regions of Florida and the 
Intra-Americas Sea in an interconnected 
system of underwater habitats"? The Florida 
Institute of Technology, affiliated with the 
Caribbean Marine Research Center, has 
research sites in Lee Stocking Island in 
the Bahamas, in addition to several 0 

ers in Florida and the Caribbean bas 
The MarineBio Society (http://marinebio. 
org) offers an excellent overview of college 
programs and career possi 
see Stanford University's Ho 
Station careers page (www.ma 

. 

edu! careers.htm). 
If you love fishing, care about its long- 

term 
. i ess talents 

THE LISTS 
... 
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water has included much navigation 
and you like working with maps, look 
into some of the programs in cartog- 
raphy, or its computer-age equivalent, 
geographic information systems (GIS). 

The u.s. Bureau of Labor Statistics' 
latest Occupational Outlook Handbook 
projects that "overall employment sur- 
veyors, cartographers, photo ts, 
and surveying technicians is ed to 
grow much faster than the average for all 
occupations throug year 2016" - 

increasing by 21 pe 
Although our main foe 

aj 

Now, For The Fun Part 
For those who seek top-level com- 

petition, collegiate boating offers plenty 
of sport, and a great way to spend regu- 
lar time on the water with like-minded 
pals. College watersports are just quirky 
enough to elude regulation by the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). 
Instead, each of these sports - waterski- 
ing, sailing, and bass fishing - is governed 
by an organization of its own, each one 
different from the others. Visiting the web 
site for the governing body of your favorite 
watersport will give you an overview of the 

th 
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Racing Association 
(www.collegesailing. 
1928 with roots into 
cially prohibits givin 
ing ability alone. 

-The Association of Collegiate 
Anglers (www.collegiatebass.org) was 
formed five years ago to .attract younger 
enthusiasts to its sport. 

-The National Collegiate Waterski 
Association (www:ncwsa.co its 
top-level competitors to purs sion- 
al opportunities in waterskiing alongside 
their college competitions, and publishes a 

"Scholarships" link on its web site. 
Marc Bedsole coaches the waterski 

team at Rollins College in Winter Park, 
Florida, a school with its own skiable lake 

e Yacht 
America 
back to 

s, and offi- 
larships for sail- 





watersports program. But ever since being 
among the first responders to the Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge disaster in 1980, the team 
has street cred; these days, its members 
assist some 500 boats every year. 

Perhaps my own favorite course, if I 

had it all to do over again, would be the 
"Holistic Biology: Monterey Bay and the Sea 
of Cortez" offered by Stanford University 
(www.seaofcortez.org).It.s a course - 

again, interdisciplinary, integrating biology, 
history; philosophy; and literature - that 
follows the 1940 voyage and research of 
John Steinbeck and Ed Ricketts, which 
Steinbeck recorded in his bawdy and bril- 
liant book The Log From The Sea of Cortez: 
A Leisurely Journal of Travel and Research. 

The first half of the course takes place 
at the Hopkins Marine Station in Monterey 
Bay; the second half is a voyage and 
sojourn in Baja where, as Steinbeck wrote, 
"the abundance of life here gives one an 
exuberance, a feeling of fullness and rich- 
ness. The playing porpoises, the'rortles, 
the great schools of fish which ruffle the 
surface like a quick breeze make for excite- 

ment." 
Finally, for 

events, which have grown from just 24 
schools in 2006 to over 100 two-person 
teams from more than 60 schools. Regional 
competition is also intense; in all, roughly 
200 schools have registered teams with at 
least six members. 

"Fishing has taught .me many things 
about myself and other people," Casey 
Sobczak, a sports-marketing major atAustin 
State University told reporters at lake 
lewisville near Dallas. "You really meet· 
many people through fishing and consis- 

tently make new friends. It's a great way 
for me to get away from my studies when 
things get stressful, and it brings me to a 

new level of enjoyment, more than any- 
. 

thing else I do. Fishing also gets me away 
from the nightlife of the normal college stu- 
dent. No bars, just fishing when I have to 
wake up at 4 a.m. for a tournament." Find 
out more about college angling - includ- 
ing schedules of the television coverage 
from the ACA or from The Bass Federation 
(www.bassfederation.com) . 

Of course, college campuses offer 
plenty of other clubs and teams devoted to 
watersports wakeboarding, wind surf. 

ing, scuba diving, rowing. Depending on 
the school, you'll find them through the 
offices of recreation or student life. 

These Programs Stand Out 

You'll do som 
. 

'ng on your own 
to find the college g programs that fit 
you best, but befor u do, let's just look 
at a few stellar programs. Take Williams- 
Mystic, the maritime program of Williams 
College and Mystic Seaport (www.williams. 
edu/williamsmystic). Bringing together 20 
students, their backgrounds evenly divided 
between science and the humanities, this 
17-week semester-long program will take 
you to three coasts, as well as offshore for 
10 days on a tall ship. "Students come to 

Williams-Mystic to spend one-eighth of their 
college career exploring three-quarters of 
the world," reads an introductory brochure. 
"More than 1,200 students have joined us 
to explore the history; literature, policy; 
and science of the world's waterways." 

Check out the Waterfront Program at 
Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida 
Cwww.eckerd.edu/waterfront). Eckeit] stu- 
dents are free to use its facilities includ- 
ing sailboats, canoes, sea kayaks, sailboards, 
and powerboats - without membership in 
a club or organization. In addition to field- 
ing teams for waterskiing, sailing, and fish- 
ing, Eckerd uniquely offers a search-and- 
rescue team, originally founded to watch 
out for participants in the college's own 
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students is a desire to work and study in an 
ocean environment," reads an introduction 
to the Texas A&M at Galveston campus. 
This is a single campus situated on a bar- 
rier island in the Gulf of Mexico that offers 
all three of our aforementioned extracur- 
riculars, plus an offshore sailing team, 
a SCUBA team, and physical-education 
classes that range from beginning dinghy 
sailing to full-on offshore racing. It's a 

school that maintains a fleet of powerboats 
to teach students boat-handling skills. 

And the academic menu is full, offer- 
ing both bachelor of science and bachelor 
of arts degrees in such majors as marine 
engineering technology, maritime systems 
engineering, marine biology, marine fish- 
eries, marine sciences, ocean and coastal 
resources, maritime administration, marine 
environmental law and policy, marine 
transportation, maritime studies ... and a 

handful of graduate programs, too. Plus, it 
shares a campus with the Texas Maritime 
Academy, so students can choose between 
a more or a less regimental college life- 
style. Add it all up, and Texas A&M at 
Galveston might just be. the boatiest school 
in America. 

Tim Murphy is an independent editor and 
writer based in Portsmouth, Rhode Island. 


