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A nghthouse ,Shines on Maritime Education’

- Capt. Art Sulzér is a graduate of NY.
- Miaritime College, he completed 30 .- :
. -years of service in the Navy's Merchant

- Marine Reserve_Prq'gljam;‘ Herunsa -

marine_ consulting/surveying firm.
Contact him at Sulzmarine@aol.com .-

light was lit at the MITAGS facility out-

¢, - This light illiminated the appalling

for many urban high schools. In the case

b of thiose attending 9th grade do not

ite school. This same light also illuminat-

thiway through’ maritime education, to help those

losing their way to participate and graduate to a
] ningful careeiin the maritime field.

2008 a unique gathering of over 200 indi-

ogethet at 2 Ship PO'peratio’ﬁs Cooperative

7,50CP.US sponsored conference, "Maritime

ucation for Primary and Secondary

jc";ri:ca,.‘(;)nbo;ir'cf to,a Future Career". This

viduals from government, industry and edu-

thered to learsi about matitime education and to

it knowledge and assistance to a small group of

: red ‘around the country that are pioneering
hititiVe at the primdry and secondary school level.

3 that lit this confeténce off was-provided by its

¢ ‘speaker, Congressman Elijah Cummings 7th

ict of Matyland who chairs, the Congressional Sub

tee i on Coast Guard and  Maritime

Tarisportation. Congressman Cummings has been 2 big

of maritime-education, and has 2 maritime high

his district. His moving speech illuminated a

4 roblem - of low graduation  rates from city

sehoolé. ” He stressed the need to, ekpose students to the

mafitite .careers at an early age, Educators have known

that studerits in grades, 4th thru 6th  begin to examine

 various careers, and begin to focus and take ‘interest in

' cotrses and subjects that lead in. that direction. Pitchinga

ma’ritime careef or program of higher education to s jun~

ior or senior is too late. o :

Following the Congressman's remarks, a plenary session

was held on, "Mission Maritime/Intermodal Primary and

Secondary School Programs” senior leaders from acade-

mia; industry and government spoke about this subject,

22 MN

" calls from several cities that want to start programs this

this group included VADM Joseph D. Stewart USMS
Superintendent of the US. Merchant Marine Academy,
Tim Casey CEO of. K-Sed Transportation, Katharine
Oliver, Assistant State Superintendent, Maryland
Department of Education, and Mr. John V. Ladd
Adeninistrator, Office of Apprenticeship, U.S Department
of Labor. They all echoed the Congessman's remarks,

-about the need to improve graduation rates, the shortages
of skilled mariners, excellent wages and benefit the indus-
try offers and the various programs their agencies or insti-
tutions have to assist thé maritime schools. Casey men-
tioned that his company already has apprenticeship pro-
grams with maritime high schools in New York and
Philadelphid, and urged other maritime émployets to get
irivolved with these schools. .

- In attendance were principals of 13 of the 18 primary
arid secondary maritime schools that have openéd since
2001when the movement started to grow.

The confetence consisted of various workshops for par-

* ticipants and panelists to share ideas, these included such
topics as; Curriculum Development, Maritime Training
Assistance, Shipyard Apprentice Programs, Starting 2
Maritime Prograin, School Public Affairs and Marketing
Your School to name a few. Also in attendance were indi-
viduals from cities that were considering starting inaritime
programs. Since the conference, this author has received

yeat; these include New Oxleans, Houston and Detroit to
mention a few, i 4
In addition to the workshops exhibits were set up that
offered products and services to assist in maritime training
_and all of the Maritime Academies as well as several union
and community colleges that offer maritime training had
representatives at their booths to provide information to
the schools for their'students about their programs.
“There wefe several speakers from governmeht -and the
private sc?c'tor %yho' spoke at various times throughout the
conference about their agencies commitment to maritime
education, these induded RADM Jonathan W, Bailey
Director NOAA Cotp from the National Ocean and
Atmospheric administration and RADM James Wa tson
Director of Prevention Policy from the U.S. Coast Guard.
A special speaker at lunch was Marid Brooks an inde-
pendeént film producer who has produced several awatd
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' itime education and career can offer.

winning films on the merchant
marine, she showed a clip from one
film "The Men Who Sailed the
Liberty Ships" there were several

moist eyes after that showing. I
attendance were former Maritime
Administrator VADM Herberger

" and former Congresswoman Helen
Bentley.

The Maritime Admunstrator, Sean
Connaughton, in a dinner speech,
committed MarAd to working with
groups such as SOCP and industry
partners to develop model curticu-
lum and courses that these maritime
schools can use and to facilitate the
further dévelopment of additional
schools thru various outreach. pro-
grams to be developed.

This author has attended many
conferences, but this one was differ-
ent in that there was 2 level of energy
and passion for maritime programs

and these schools that could be felt. -

This same feeling is what students
and their parents in schools with
maritime programs feel and helps
them stay: the course and graduate,
Americans have a connectioh to the

sea and our maritime heritage that

needs to be reawakened. Comments
often heard included, "what else can
we do'to help”, "will there be anoth-
er conference” and "how can I geta
school stated in my commuxity”.

This conference was 2 beginning,
designed fo bring together and con-
nect individuals and institutions that
have an interest and commitment to
changing the level of awareness of
this nation's rich maritime heritage,
and the opportunities that a mar-

Change will not' come overnight.

'merovmg graduation rates in our
cities-will take time.

The editor of th1s thagazine attend-

ed and participated in the confer—

www.marinelink.com

Education can be a slow process and

ence. He has taken up the issue of
ma.rmme education and will be fea-
tuting’ articles from the schools and
conference participants in future

issues, . A result of the conference is |

that MARAD, SOCP and others are

forming a Maritime Education |

Consortium to work with educators

and industry to prowde resources, |

curriculum 4rid courses for emstmg - E

schools and fisture schools.

Many years ago our nation estab-
lished and built 2 network of light-
houses in our seaports to guide
mariners from the sea to a safe haven.
This author hopes that a network of
education lighthouses made up of
committed organizations in our cities
can be established to shine a light for
urban students to find their way to a
maritime education and career,
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A graduate of NY Maritime College
who holds MS in Management from
SUNY Maritime, MBA Finance from
HOFSTRA and is completing his Ed
D at University of Pennsylvania with a
Jocus on primary and secondary mar-

itime education. Captain Sulzer com-
pleted 30 years of active and reserve |

service in the Navy’s Merchant Marine
Reserve Program. He is an actively sail-

ing USCG licensed deck and engine, | |

Master Mariner. A founding Board
member of Maritime Academy Charter
High School in Philadelphia, a middle
and bigh school with 700 studenss that
is maritime themed and career focused.
He runs a marine consultingl surveying
Jfirm in  Philadelphia that charters
barges and marine construction equip-
ment, Captain Sulzer was the SOCP

Maritime  Education  Conference
Chairman, and can be reac/aed at
Sulzmanne@zzol com

. ‘A hard haff a ﬂashhght
and saand pmfesssonal
' judgement will always
form the bedrock of
effective classification
services.

Setting the
Standard
Tor Service.




